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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today. Whether this is your first time 
worshipping with us, you haven’t been in a while, or you are here regularly; we are so glad you 
are here! If this is your first time with us, we ask that you sign our Friendship Book, so that we 
might pray with/for you, get to know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.  
 
 
Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and confess that this is the 
table of Jesus, and it is Jesus who invites you to His table. You need not be a member of this 
church, or any other church; anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers 
will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to take an empty, individual cup 
from the silver tray near the baptismal font, and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for 
you at the altar rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed individual 
cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you may stand or kneel as you are able, 
and the minister will place bread, the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten 
free host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the Communion elements, 
Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion; at the altar rail you may fold your arms and the 
minister will pray with and bless you.  
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PRELUDE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Please rise, in body or spirit.  

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  
P: We live fractured lives, and God seeks not to punish us for those faults and fault lines, but to 
reconcile and restore us. Trusting in God’s grace and mercy, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and one another. 
(We pause for reflection)  
 
P: Loving God,  
C: Help us. When we have run away, when we have turned our backs on love, when we have 
sought immediate satisfaction and not long-term healing, help us. 
P: Merciful God,  
C: Forgive us. When we have been selfish, when we have been unkind, when we have closed 
our ears to the cries of others, forgive us. 
P: Powerful God,  
C: Heal us. When we are so broken we cannot move, when we don’t know how to stem the 
bleeding of our wounds, when we are too ashamed to seek community, heal us. 
Give us the courage, the strength, and the hope to accept your grace and hear your call in 
Christ. Amen. 
 
P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, to open our hearts to God is to risk vulnerability, judgment, 
and condemnation. But throughout the scriptures, we learn that God is merciful and just, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, we are ☩ forgiven, and freed to live 
as New Creations.  
C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: Lord Speak to Us that We May Speak – LBW (Green)  – 403 
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GREETING  
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares 
of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a 

1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 
the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, 
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My 
lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and 
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So 
they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, 
“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran 
to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before 
them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
 9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10a Then one 
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 15 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart;   
3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit 

upon a neighbor. 
4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They have 

sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.  

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28 

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,16 for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him 
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. 
  21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and 
irreproachable before him, 23 provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in 
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 
  24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its minister 
according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now 
been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the gentiles 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he 
whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- WOV (Blue Book)- 612  

GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet 
and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she 
came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by 
myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and distracted by many things, 42 but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary 
has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus the Very Thought of You  – LBW (Green) – 316  
 Please rise, in body or spirit, as we lift our hearts and voices together in song.  
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NICENE CREED  
A: Lets us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed,  
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for 
the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

A: Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your words of life. 
Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word may be more 
fully known. God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
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A: Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that promise, 
generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring healing to the earth 
with your words of life. God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the world. 
May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hospitality in places 
where hostile forces hold sway. God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or despair 
(especially). Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by 
others. God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe spaces 
where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your word of life. God 
of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A: For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your word, we 
give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize the promise of the 
gospel with all creation. God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Trusting in your loving kindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C:  And also, with you. 
P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING    
Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways you are able to give. Our ushers will pass around an 
offering plate, in which you can place your weekly offering. If you are attending worship online or you simply wish 
to give online, you may do so by visiting our website, hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for the 
ways you continually offer your time, talent, and treasure for the sake of God and neighbor in our ministry.  
Please rise, in body or spirit. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
 
C: We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You: We are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord use our lives, they are Yours. We are an 
offering. All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to 
you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering; we 
are an offering. 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

P: Let us pray together.  

C: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for 
the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 
  
P: You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and with 
mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites 
and cherished them as your own. 
  
P: That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us 
through the life and death of Jesus. 
  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your 
Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the 
needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast 
forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living 
One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, in the 
language of our hearts: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
C:    Amen.  
 Please be seated. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 

SONG DURING COMMUNION 

After all have communed, please rise, in body or spirit. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless us and keep us in God’s grace, from 
now and until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:   Let us pray, Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 

grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love 
in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus for good works. Created 
and called holy. Created and called beloved. Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good 
courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Show Christ’s love to everyone 
and let the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: O Savior, Precious Savior - LBW (Green) - 514  
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DISMISSAL  
A:  Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
A: Our purpose is to love God, 
C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his church.  

 
“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the Church.”  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

 
ACTIVITIES AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH:      
Sunday (07/20)     9:30 am – Sunday Morning Worship w/Communion 
July 07/21-25         6:00pm-8:00PM Vacation Bible School 
Sunday (07/27)     9:30 am – Sunday Morning Worship w/Communion 
          
Please contact Vicar Tom via email at HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you would like to meet, 
have any questions, or for any pastoral emergencies. 
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Volunteers 

 THIS WEEK (07-20-2025) NEXT WEEK (07-27-2025) 

Greeters Linda L. VBS Youth 

Ushers Mitch K. 
Dave L. 

VBS Youth 

Acolyte Henry K. VBS Youth 

Assisting  
Minister 

Krissy K. VBS Youth 

Communion 
Assistant 

Krissy K. VBS Youth 

Lector Lily K. VBS Youth 

Altar Care Krissy K. TBD 

 
SUMMER SERVICE INFORMATION 
 
From Vicar Tom: 
 
As of June 29, our service changes are complete!  As a part of my internship, I was challenged to 
find a project which would engage the congregation in a way that would be helpful for the life 
of the church.  To this end, I prayed and discerned that revitalizing our Sunday Worship for the 
Summer season would not only fit well for my internship project, but also serve the 
congregation’s needs, as we seek new ways to engage in worship of our God.  It is my hope and 
prayer that each of us will find in these new musical pieces;  (Hymn of Praise, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
and Communion Hymn) room for a variety of worship expressions. From inspirational and 
joyful, to somber and contemplative.  As we worship a little differently for this season, I invite 
your honest and constructive feedback!  
 
With all my love and prayers,  
Vicar Tom. 
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July 19, 2025 

 

Dear Holy Spirit Member: 

 

A Special Congregation Meeting – discussion and vote -- is being called for Holy Spirit Lutheran 

Church regarding your Council’s recommendation to enter shared ministry with Shepherd of the 

Glen Lutheran Church (Glenwood, Howard County, MD), starting around September 1, 2025. 

This Special Congregation Meeting is being held in our sanctuary after our 9:30 a.m. worship 

service on Sunday, August 3, 2025.  Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Robin Litton will be 

joining us. 

Discussion will include: 

• shared ministry specifics (explanation of Vicar Tom’s shared time, financial obligations 

of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and Shepherd of the Glen);                                                                                                   

• necessary Sunday worship and Sunday School time changes. 

 

Great things are happening at Holy Spirit and your commitment to attending this special church 

business meeting is key to maintaining positive momentum. 

The Church Council looks forward to seeing you at the August 3rd Special Congregation 

Meeting. 

 

Yours In Christ, 

Nancy Bowman 

Nancy Bowman, Council President 

 

 


