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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today. Whether this is your first time 
worshipping with us, you haven’t been in a while, or you are here regularly; we are so glad you 
are here! If this is your first time with us, we ask that you sign our Friendship Book, so that we 
might pray with/for you, get to know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.  
 
Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and confess that this is the 
table of Jesus, and it is Jesus who invites you to His table. You need not be a member of this 
church, or any other church; anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers 
will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to take an empty, individual cup 
from the silver tray near the baptismal font, and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for 
you at the altar rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed individual 
cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you may stand or kneel as you are able, 
and the minister will place bread, the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten 
free host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the Communion elements, 
Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion; at the altar rail you may fold your arms and the 
minister will pray with and bless you.  
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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  
Please rise, in body or spirit.  

ACCLAMATION  
P: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  

INVOCATION  

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, whose rising 
from the empty tomb brings to us the promise of life eternal. 
C: Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Grounded in the promise of the Holy Spirit, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and 
one another (We pause for reflection)  
P: Living God, 
C:  we confess that we set our minds toward things of death, and not on the life that is 
revealed in the Christ. In our fear and trembling we quickly turn from you towards ourselves. 
Our fear leads us to doubt your promise, harm our neighbor, and neglect your creation. 
Resurrect us O’ God, and bring about the new life in ourselves, in our community, and in our 
world. Through the mercy of your beloved Son, heal us from our sin, and give us the new 
breath of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
P: Our Lord and savior Jesus Christ + proclaims, “Do not be afraid!” Know that you are washed 
anew in his rising, and your sins are forgiven. Be at peace, and live in the everlasting love of 
God. Amen! 
C: Amen 
 

GATHERING HYMN: Come, Thou Almighty King  – LBW (Green) – 522.  
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GREETING  
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the 
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you 
are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live 
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and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:  PSALM 66:8-20 

 8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of  praise be heard. 

 9 Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.   

 10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 11 You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us 

out into a place of refreshment. 

 13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows— 

 14 those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and 

goats.   

 16 Come and listen, all you  who believe, and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

 17 I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

 18 If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 

 19 but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

 20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me.  

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness 
and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you 
for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation 
to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved 
through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Congregation sings acclamation once.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON  
HYMN OF THE DAY:   Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove – LBW (Green) – 475.  
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NICENE CREED 
 
A: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed,  
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
A: God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and 
one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout 
the world. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide 
unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
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A: You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and 
lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of towns 
and nations. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are 
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, 
bereaved, anxious, or ill (especially). Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks, 
bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful 
God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
A: God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the faithful 
departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C:  And also, with you. 
P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING    
Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways you are able to give. Our ushers will 
pass around an offering plate, in which you can place your weekly offering. If you are attending 
worship online or you simply wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our website, 
hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for the ways you continually offer your time, 
talent, and treasure for the sake of God and neighbor in our ministry.  
Please rise, in body or spirit. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You: We are an offering. Lord, use 
our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord use our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering; we are 
an offering 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
P: Let us pray together. 
C: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish 
us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the 
world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
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P: Lift up your hearts.   
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying 
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we 
praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 
  
P: When the earth was a formless void, entrenched in chaos,  
you formed order and called your creation “good.” 
  
P: You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. C: Amen. 
P: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. C: Amen. 
P: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. C: Amen. 
  
P: O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
  
P: O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and 
leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, in the 
language of our hearts: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus invites you. Jesus welcomes you. All are invited. All are welcome. Come taste and see 
that the Lord is good! 
C:    Amen.  
 Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
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Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 

SONG DURING COMMUNION 

After all have communed, please rise, in body or spirit. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless us and keep us in God’s grace, from 
now and until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:   Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus for good works. Created 
and called holy. Created and called beloved. Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good 
courage. Hold fast to all that is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing. Through 
God’s grace, lay down your burdens at the foot of Jesus’ cross, take up your own cross, and be 
the New Creation you are called to be. May God’s grace, mercy, peace, and love guide you, as 
you serve God, by serving your neighbors. And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the +Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day, and every day. C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN:  O Zion, Haste – LBW (Green) - 397, vers. 1, 2, & 4.   
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DISMISSAL  
P: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
A: Our purpose is to love God, 
C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his church.  
 

“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the Church.”  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

ACTIVITIES AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
Please contact Pastor Tom by email at HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you would like to meet, 
have any questions, or for any pastoral emergencies. 
Sunday (05/10)      9:30 am Sunday School 
   11:00am – Worship w/Holy Communion  
Wed. (05/13)         7:00pm  HSLC Council Meeting  
Sunday (05/17)     9:30 am Sunday School 
   11:00am – Worship w/Holy Communion 
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Volunteers  

 This Week (05-10-
2026) 

Next Week (05-17-
2026) 

Greeters TBD TBD 

Ushers Bradley T. 
Henry K. 

Luke F. 
Abby Pal. 

Acolyte Willow T. Lily K. 

Assisting Minister Lily K. Laura B. 

Communion 
Assistant 

Heather T. Laura B. 

Lector Megan F. Lisa H. 

Altar Care Krissy K. Lorraine M. 

Fellowship/Coffee  Kallemyn Dodson 
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Upcoming Events Reminder 
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Pray in May: Refreshed and Renewed 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ,  
During the month of May, echoing the prophets and saints who 

have gone before us, I am personally inviting all of you to be Refreshed 
and Renewed; to Pray in May.  

The call to pray rings throughout scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:16–
18, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:4–7, and Colossians 4:2–4. Life in the 
early church was bound together by prayer: Acts 2:42. Therefore, let us, 
too, be bound together, Refreshed and Renewed, through prayer.   

Maybe you have an idea about how to renew your prayer life. 
Maybe you have no idea where to start. In any case, here’s how I am 
renewing mine, and I invite you to use my structure as it suits you: 

1. Find a time and space to pray out loud. It’s best if the time is the 

same each day for the sake of structure and consistency. For me, it’s 

right before lunch. I also encourage you to pray out loud because Jesus 

promised us that when we pray, God listens.  

2. Identify someone or something to pray for. In this season of life 

and ministry, I will pray for the Holy Spirit to embrace all on our Parish 

Prayer List, the Parish Prayer List at Shepherd of The Glen, and name 

each person out loud before God. I will then pray for the Church and 

world as a whole; that God’s Spirit of peace be known to all people. 

Maybe you’d like to pray something like the Prayer of St. Francis, or the 

full Serenity Prayer; all of which are powerful prayers which have united 

Christians for centuries.   

3. Spend 1-2 minutes in silence before God. The Holy Spirit moves 

in many ways. When we silence our hearts and minds before God, it 

creates space for the Spirit. If you are “not good and being silent or 

still,” I encourage you to try being silent and still for smaller increments 

of time.  

Lastly, I’d like to encourage you; no one is good at anything the 

first, or even the tenth time they try something new. It takes practice and 

consistency; silence, stillness, quietness, and prayer in general, are of no 

exception. Keep at it. Ask for help if needed. May God’s grace and 

peace be with you now and always, in Jesus’ name.  

 

With all my love and prayers,  

The Rev. Tom Kaye, Sr.  


